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PUBLIC STATEMENT BY FIGHT FOR NYCHA 

Mayor Bill de Blasio plans to sell 1/3 of the New York City Housing Authority ("NYCHA"), 
or 62,000 public housing apartments, to real estate developers or investors in order to raise 
money to pay for back repairs. Fight for NYCHA unequivocally opposes Mayor de Blasio's 
plans to sell or transfer public housing to the real estate industry. 

"Mayor de Blasio's plan to sell NYCHA is undemocratic, because the public has no say. U.S. 
Attorney Geoffrey Berman must oppose the sale of NYCHA, particularly given that de 
Blasio's campaign donors may benefit from this plan," said Fight For NYCHA member 
Minista Jazz, adding, "Private-sector landlords have a record of harassing and evicting low- 
income tenants. As a result, Mayor de Blasio's use of the RAD program is dangerous to 
tenants' rights." 

The mayor's plan will convert public housing into the RAD program, and that opens the 
door for the real estate industry to buy and run NYCHA buildings as Section 8 buildings. The 
RAD program is a neoliberal Government program that turns public housing into a for- 
profit business, and it has created controversy in many parts of the Nation, because of 
harassment and evictions by private-sector landlords against public housing tenants. 

Baltimore tenants living in public housing that was privatized have been improperly 
evicted, showing that tenants' rights are weakened by the RAD program. 1 In Virginia, some 
families have been tricked out of their apartment leases, facing higher rent burdens in 
market-rate apartments. 2 Already, Mayor de Blasio has sold public housing apartments 
without any public input in violation of ULURP. And he has permitted NYCHA to contract 
with slumlords to manage public housing developments. 3 These acts - and Mayor de 
Blasio's proposal - violate the public opinion that informed the creation of NYCHA is 1934. 

NYCHA was formed in 1934 during the Great Depression after Fiorello La Guardia 
campaigned for mayor with the promise to create Government housing. In 1934, delegates 
representing 750,000 workers adopted a resolution to treat housing construction and 
maintenance as a social good, not unlike public transportation and public education. 4 

Fight For NYCHA is a collective of tenants, activists, artists, and advocates, who are protesting 
Mayor Bill de Blasio's announced proposal to sell 1/3 of NYCHA to private real estate interests in 
order to "save" NYCHA. We reject Mayor de Blasio's proposal because the money exists to save 
NYCHA. We just have to change our priorities. Our demands are available on the Facebook 
Event for today's rally and march : https://www.facebook.com/events/2228764987412207/ 
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